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The Hermit

['(6rmite l)

.f:.e 
-Vaster of rhe Chariot (arcanaT) is a

I . rung man impatienr ro bring about
-:-:iess who is curbed byJustice (arcana 8)
- .., favours order and is hostile to
'.-, ::urions.

lhe Hermit reconciles this antagonism by
; . - rdrng precipitation as much as he does

-:nobility. He is an experienced old man

'.,o.knows the past from which he gains his
..-iplratron to prepare the future. His walk is

-.:eful, for armed with a bamboo cane with
;.r'en mystic knots, he sounds the earth on

', hich he advances slowly, but continuously"
-: on his path he meets the serpent of selfish
:esires, he does not try to imitate the winged
,roman of the Apocalypse who puts her foot
rn the reptile's head - an allusion to the
nvsticism which is ambitious to conquer all

animality. The wise man prefers ro casr a
spell over the animal so that it rwines itself
round his stick as round the stick of
Esculapius. it is in fact a question of vital
currents which the miracle-maker picks up
with a view to practising the medicine of the
Initiated.

The Hermit does not rap upon rhe earth
blindly, for a discreet glow throws light upon
his firm and untiring path. Indeed his right
hand holds up a lantern whrch rs partially
veiled by a piece of our philosopher's wide
cloak. He is afraid of dazzling his e.ves which
are too weak to bear the brilliant liehr of his
lanrern.

In this way he onl,v lets his own personal
knowledge shine in as much as it is useful in
guiding him. He is modest and has no
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The Flermtt -

i'usions about his own knowredge, which he magnetizing his fine aspirations with,all the

knows to be innnit.,l-lr1,'-":f::1:"?.*'i'n 3;1:";ffiii:i:$;u: t}:+i"lilliuiil"
;;i;;;;,"..:Il: 

^ lii;'Si,i1"fr.",! i"',|i.",," H* ,'zu"i;:*g unknown to his

oroud intellectuai ambitions' he is conrent to 
:::?:H"#;:;;;;"t"es the actual maker

i.*i. i';"-tif th. id.as rrhich are nr :?it'ftil:1':b:1il:;;;;; i;r'n.T,
;:#ffii.'for him in the accomplishme 

immediate -",-g.;.its, with 1o 
s;lf

of hii earthly task' ,- , 1.-r- L-. interest h. *."u.r-the subtle web of what ts

;fil:f,ffffi::i:'T.'fl:fi|",,* 
''Jidt'*tg;;:t*:''';.'"T'*the Hieroph^n, i",.",i" il, n. do., ,'o' :J;i* nk'X':::4#:,-lli""i?,i,'n"

;;;;;,h"Jtfts' nor let himself 9:- -' has no cares for i*-tdi"tt effects and is

t*':qfi.'i#*:;l* *ui1'"{i: -#;.:#i*'d}*:;",:-,J;:::,"

#,tt r *: i'f . x: #"Tq f''{+. :ii1ll ;: n i**;1,:'};:;ff 'll",x'ft 
;;-'r#iiil;4j*,:lj 

51'il:lffiilff :Hffi"'1,1.4;;, bv,he woman or

airpor"t 1r 
"o; lt:l: o"n",rates. searches out "r.'^r,^, 

3 :?# 
(Emprcss and Justice) to

;i:1*'""',fffiH;;, oltlrinss r1 yf'o*' t'he termit 
b"o'n" the husband'

order to recognize " 
,ir.*-i" oiogJr,., i*d !\. "tu -l-",gt arczna 9 is related thus to

to use a lantern ""1i" '"ir* 
H"iiit'' ii*o #*'tm:t:*'::?'fiof'iltiT'n'

the Tarot. r ,r- ^-,.-iro A..oia"i"g to Emile.Burnouf he is 
^the

l**i13x'H,::?t|):*lJ*i':i*l- ffi::?'ffft "ltf:::,T';*,fJl.i'"u
brue as penaining.:;'*i,ilil: :i,:ffik' $!?^,?:,il ili'il,f"fiti:lt^p.t mav se:

nature and endowt
properties attributed to the famous mantle fft'T..:T **f:ru:l'X:;ili' 

invisible

:illt'IT:'J::J:ff nl*t;;r:ll5':ffi*11*i*lli"tt*,':J:"s-ll;'
to some purpose and Alchemy requlres

in. .,,,yi n g 
_:ll,"j l|: fJff:,y:,',!::n'S' *tli+i +ry t+::"x.1:o 

sv'hes i z e d

ii..r:f,tiJU*l;l*',r"tion ,,othing .li u" ,,utn^i,in 
-B'r"'i 

taking rorm everything

concentrated, and without initial ,., ,-"" 
" t;::nt::#i:jiT::U"fi:'tmi'"".ttut"'

.or,..r'r",io!.* T1-sj:-1.jf,?r'i1t* ?'.." pi.r"r., ";i-;; by a iv.'"mism which

carried out rhe 
Tfi-i::#ifl,:[, il.i;;;.d trinss about its realitv

silentlY and Patieffi ;^ra,'*1pr'i*',;hil;.il;*.,[,"";"**ffi ffi*int-'*q];1;g",i:r1,|i1
;;;"" irresistible force when the trme

arrives. Everything that is bound :: t*:' 
t 

;;-J th; 'f:ip^ii"ip"t" 
r'ne {1mit 

is the

H*:,'Ir*'r$i{i"ff '" ilt*fi'ffi.:.,,#;I:1 
"

""*:T:tri.T,#["..{ 
*ll[li* t:q *:*ff:l;board 

is 
" :1i1' Iiii'

off rrom ar *",iliirii"ority rn r'* *,*"i n. l'^gjlll**i :H:11ti:,:T"i:X'il1i'.
works out no 9"*'ni'.;iilfTlflng 

his i1;lfil'h; magic square' can be put'

*iitoo*.t, he holds this in check by
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The F{ermit

When ser our in this way rhe odd numbers
{brm a very significant cross, while the even
numbers are relegated ro the angles as if

Berenice. \fhen the Virgin of the zodjac
descend.. Bocites bends 

-over 
and seems ro

fbllorv her; so he has been made her
husband, or better still the father of the
Virginal Erigone who presides over harvesrs.
Hence rhe affinity ahezdy stated between
arcanas 3 and 9 is confirmed.

, The Throt of Bologna replaces the Hermit
bv a n'rnged Patriach who walks with
diff;cultv. bent over rwo crurches. From his
belt hangs a.purse which contains the
nefrrage ot rhe pasr. He is moving away from
a column nhich marks one of the"poles of
universal movernenr. that from which living

men move as they evolve. This old rnan who
progresses but slowly, in spite of his wings,
makes us think of Saturn, the god of Timc,
seen as the eternal continuation alwavs on
rhe move ro conqLrer rhe furure whicir he
rmperceptibly unfolds from the past. In this
connrcrion ler us nore rhat Chailes Vi's prck
makes the Hermit hold not a lantern bui 

"r,hourglass.

Divi natory k terpretations
Jesod. basis. The potential iiving berng. rhe
potenrial strengrh within rhe sei.i. The
ljYitg plt:,existrng before its marerialization.
the rnvrsrble weit of rhe organism rhar is ro
be consrrucred, the prototuf. purring the
sramp of the species cnro indiiiduals" The
Astral body of rhe occuirists

Tradition. 
^Expe 

rience Unpe rishable
patrlrnonv ot the pasr. profbund knon.lecige.
Prudence. Circumspecrion l{eclirarion.
Silence. Discrerion. Resen,e. Iso.larion.
Conrinence. Chasrirv Celibac Austeriri.,

The \\rse man deirched flrom rhe norld
dead to wicked passions and ambitions.

lhey had ro relare ro rhe quarret of the
Elemenrs. Wirhout artempting an1
:rplanations which wouliltakJ u, too f^r
afield, let us simply point our rhat the life_
glvrng core ot the srrong being is represented
3v j (quintessence), the numSer fl"nk.d bvi {formarive ideality) and by 7 (the directive
-.plrrt) v,'hereas rt is overlooked by nurnber I
-Pure 

Spirit) and is supported by 9 (the
S'''n_rhesis of realizing powers).

When seen in the normal'numerical order
.:e Kabbalistic Ennead forms a Rhombus in. nich 9 occupies the lower point, thus
:cp1crlng the trunk of the tree of the
:.phrroth, the basis or suppon of the whole.

The character of the Celestial Sohere
-.. h best corresponds to the Heimir is
':ri, the lX/agoner. the ke eper of the

-,'e n Oxen, Septern tiones, ihe old name
-. :n fo rhe seprenary of rhe Ur.a Maior or

: Chariot of David. In fact he is a harvesrer
. .., raises his sickle over a sheath, in which
--.= nodern astronomers see the hair of
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The Hermit

Profound, meditating spirit, adverse to all
frivolity. Experienced doctor of the mind,
soul and body. An Initiate practising
Universal Medicine. The Hermetic
philosopher possessing the secret of rhe

Stone of the Wise . Initiator \{aster capable

of directins the work of others and of

discerning what is in embryo in the sphere of
human development. Midwife.

The character of Saturn, sefious, taciturn,
sullen. distrusdul. Timorous nature,
meticulous, heavy. Sadness, misanthropy'
scepticism, discouragement, avarice, povefty.
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The Wheel of lortune

fhe first chaprer of the book of Ezekiel
l. describes a vision upon which

:nnumerable Kabbalisti have made unending
:omments. \When the heavens had opened
:he prophet saw in them strange animals
_:rouped in fours, and near to lhem four
;. he els of fire, each being double. The tenth
, :' ,rf rhe Tarot, whose symboJism has been
*. :ned by Eliphas Ifvi, was inspired by the
--:=c text where it shows us a wheel with
- , ,oncentric rims, the image of the double

...:l n'hich generares the life of each

---, rdual. o6

-:is life is engendered like an electric
-::-nr as soon as a whirl, checked in its

- '. ',3ment, takes the opposite direction to
'.-.. lirating movement around it. The

- -.i rdual is the result of the force opposing

everything of which he is in fact a part. He
only becomes rhe cenrral poinr by iebelling
against universality. His life proceeds from a
vaster life which he strives to preserve. He
only manages this to a limited extenr, hence
the brevity of individual existence to which
the Wheel of Rrrtune alludes. This is a.lso
the wheel of the Future or of Desrini-.

A starting handie sers this fateful riheel rn
motion, rapid at first, but slon'ing don.n till
its stop marks death. Afrer rhe pieciprrauon
of the strong rhvrhm of i'ourh comei ihe
calm regularitv of marurrrv rhen rhe de cline
into oid age nhich e nds rn a faial and
compiere standsrill.

The Wheei of Becomrns mo\.es on rhe
sombre ocean of chaoric lLfe supponed br
the masrs of rwo boats side bv irde, of which
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The Wheel of Fortune

one is red, the other green. Their shape
reminds us of the crescenr Isis, the griat
creator, the mother of all beings.

From each boat springs fonh a snake; one
is male, the other female. They correspond
to the rwo rypes of vital currenrs, posiiiu. o,
negative, and become propulsion (red) and
sensitivity (green).

The movement of the Wheel of Fortune
draws with it as it rises a Hermanubis
holding the caduceus of Mercury. As it comes
down a Typhonic monsrer armed with a
trident is drawn with it. Thus on one side
are symbolized all the beneficial and
construcrive energies which favour the growrh
of the individual and stimulate vital
development, and on the other hand we
have the collection of destructive agents
which the living person must resist.

The mo opposing factors represenr
summer, whose warmth is favourable to li{'e,
and winter, which restricts the radiation of
life. The character with the dog's head
corresponds to the canicular constellations of
which Siius rs the chief star. Its opposite
takes us to Capricorn, fish-goat, amphibious,
hence a miry chaotic monster as the earth-
green colour of its body indicates. If the face
and smoky clothes of the winter devil are of
dark red, it is because a hidden force burns
within him: the {ire of selfish passion, for he
is the spirit of chaotic marter, Flyle. to which
he tends to lead everything rhat'is organized.
co-ordinated and subject ti rule. Buicold
which condenses and materializes is nor to
be taken only in a derogatory sense. $Zithout
it, there would be no inlarnation of the
Yord, nor redemption. Capricorn has
therefore not been considered evil bv rhe
Christians of the Catacombs who have
associated it with the trident of NeDtune on
the wall of one of the crypts of the^
Ard6atine. They obviourty r"* in it the
symbol of fallen man, but regenerated
through the power of the waier of baptism.

Hermanubis, whose body is blue, therefore
e rhereal. corresponds to the Azoth of the
Wise, an ethereal substance which penetrates
all things, ro excite, suppoft and revitalize if

need be, the movement of life. This sort of
mysterious fluid is, at the same dme, the
vehicle of a directive IntelligenceaT, the sreat
Mercury the messenger of the co-ordinaiing
gods of Chaos.

The life-bestowing divinities number
seven; they have their counterpart in the
planerary influences of astrologv which
reflect on all that exists. Hence the
differently coloured sel.en spheres which are
crossed by the seven spokes of the \Wheei of
Becoming.

Above this, on a motionless Diatform a
Sphinx is firmly placed. Ir represents the
principle of equilibrum and fixity which
assures the transitory stability of individual
forms. Like Justice (arcana 8). it is armed
with a sword, fbr it is for him ro cut through
and decide by intewening in the conflict of
condensing or expanding forces, selfish in a
festrlctlng way or ovef-generous in their
outward-going desires. It is the Archeus of
the Hermerists. the fixed and dererminins
core of individuality, in rhe cenrre of whici
burns Sulphur + . This principle of unity
has power over elementary attrictions which
it synthesizes and converts into vital energv.
This explains the four colours of the Sphiu
which correspond to the elements: red head.
Fire; blue wings, Air; chest and front legs
green, S7ater; back part, black, Earth. TI-re
Sphinx is, moreover, human in its face and
woman's breasts, an eagle in its wings, a lion
in its claws and a bull in the main fart of its
body. In it can be found the animais of
Ezekiel's vision which have become the
symbols of the four Evangelists: Man or
Angel, Saint Matthew; Bull or Ox, Saint
Luke; Lion, Saint Mark; Eagle, SaintJohn.

In connection with Capricorn-Typhon and
Dog-Hermanubis which .orr.rpotrd
asrronomically to the solstices, ihe Sphinx
occupies the place of Libra (the Scales) in the
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The Wheel of Fortune

7oliag whichJustice is holding (arcana 8). It
rs rn rn contrast to the snakes which
transform the supporting beam of the Wheel
ot h)rrune rnro Mercury's wand. Just like
Aries whom they substitute, the-reptiles
symbolize the awakening of life in sprins.
They emerge from rhe dcean of chais 

o'

flPi.tea by the region in the sky where
rrsces and Letus (the Whale) swim, not far
f rom rhe mouth of the river of Eridan. As is
stated-in Genesis, the Spirit of Elohim hovers
thus above the dark waters as the
impenetrable master of the turning of the
cosmic wheel.

Severe, placid and forever enigmatic, the
ercrnal Sphinx remains *"rt.i of his secret
which is^rhe great Arcana, the creatiu. Wora,
nrdden trom created beings, the initial yod
of the divine terragram.

Divinatory Interpretations
Malcut. kingdom. The sphere of the
sov.e re ignry of the will. The principle of
individualiry. Involution, r..d, roilng,
sperm, fenrlizing energy. yod, Jachinicolumn.

Initiarive. sagacity, presence of mind,
p.on ranerr\'. aprirude for inventions.
urvrnauon.ot a practical type. Success due to
opportunities seized at the right momenr.

Luck, fortuitous discoverieJwhich e.rri.h,r,
lead to success. Favourab.le destiny which
brings about success outside any tr^lp.rrorr"l
merit.. Advantages seized by chance. An
envied but unstable situation. ,Ups 

and
downs' of forrune. Inconsrancy. Ir.{'inor good
fortune in geomancy. Transitory b.n.fii. 
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